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HE Rev. Mr. William Burkitt was the ſon of 5 
»ic | the Rev. Miles Burkitt, M. A. who was eject- 
1 ed by the Act of Uniformity from Netisberd iu 
Norfolk, in the year 1662. Mr. Walliam Bur kiut 
was born at Hitcham in Suffolk, July 25, 1650. 
In his childhood he appeared to be endowed... 
with an excellent memory, which through the 
happineſs of a good education, became a facred 
repoſitory. Mr. Goffe of Bilſtone was his firſt. 
ſchoolmaſter for a year: he was thence ſent for 
ce ducation to the ſchool at Stow-Market, whenco 
be was removed to Cambridge School under Mr. 
Griffin. While he was there it pleaſed God to 
viſit. him with the fmall-pox, which proved an. 
happy diſpenſation to him, for then God began 
by the influences of his holy Spirit, to move him 
to attend in earneſt to the things of his peace, 
and wrought an holy change in the temper of his 


mind. After his recovery from his dangerous 
| A. 2 , diſeaſe 


1 1 

diſeaſe he was 1 into Pembroke Hall under 

the tuition of Mr Gibbs, and upon his tutor's re- 
moving from the college, Mr. Abel of che ſame 

houſe took him under. bis care. From 17 college 

he came to Bilfon-Hall in Suffolk. Io 1695 he 

removed to Dedbam in Eſſex. 

Mr. Burkitt kept a diary, in which are —— 
the hiſtory; of Divine Providence towards him, 
and many remarkable deliverances- vouchſafed 
him. In this diary are alto contained his thank- 
ful acknowledgments of divine aſſiſtance and 
ſucceſs in his miniſtry, and the humble conſeſſiona 
of his ſins and weakneſſes, &c. | 

The following paſſages are copied old bis J 

diary. «While 1 continued, ſays he at ſchool in 

" Cambridge, 3 It pleaſed God to viſit me with the 
ſmall pox, but very favourably, and, as I hope, 
in great mercy laying the foundation of mx 
ſpiritual health in that ſickneſs, working as 1 
hope, a prevailing thorough change in the very 
frame and diſpofition of my foul. May my ſoul, 
and all that is within me bleſs thy name, O Lord, 
that this ſickneſs ſhould by the bleſſing of thine / , 
holy Spirit, open my blind eyes, Which has 
cloſed the eyes of ſo many in darkneſs and death! 
O happy ſickneſs that ends in the recovery "or 

the ſoul to God! © 
In 1666. God viſited the town of Cambridge 
with the plague, The ſtudents in general fled 

into the country. I with two or three more con. 
| tinued ſhut u up in the college, and from my 
cham- 


0 


. tom. 


RF 4 Se: } 


3 
chender Vins T beheld. * gead bodies 4 


perſons ſwept away by the infection carried to 
their burial. Theſe” ſolemn” ſpeEatles, together 
with the melancholly condition'of the town and 


nation, brought my ſoul to a holy ſeriouſneſs. 


At Eaſter 1681, before my approach to the "is 


table of the Lord, I took ſome freſh -pains with 


my own heart, to find the ſtate of my ſoul?? 
After this paragraph follow ſeveral indications 


of integrity and ſincerity, namely, 


* fig cht of the deformity and Cofulnels of: 


"vat and of the un meer te beauty! 0p ercelleney 


of En N 01 
5 love! to the word of God, not any tobi 3. 


promiſes, but his gre oaks becanſe of thee 1 


Purity and holineſs. 


An apprehenſion of danger i in reſting pe on our 


on works' and righteovtiſneſs. 170 


Finding it the hardeſt matter in the world t o ; 


believe aright. * : 15 


Grief for want of more dean e far bn . 
Jealouſy left hypocriſy ſhould lie at the bot- 


To have a e 1 in our agen to the princi- 

ple, the motive, and the eng : 
Solemn dedications of ourfitves to God. | | 
Watching and prayer againſt the ſins to which | 


we are moſt inclined, as ſeeking in religious per- 
formances the praiſe and applauſe of men. | 


Real affliction for not loving God more. 


1888 regard to the duties of the ſecond ez 
uch 


"EY 


ſack a8 to owe no man any thing, but love — ra- 
ther to ſuffer. than do wrong - to preſerve the 
reputation of others -o value others by their 
rea worth, and not by their regards to uus. 
PVauluing the image of our Lord and Saviour, 
in whomſoever it appears, and. eſteeming them 
moſt who are moſt like him in holineſs. 5 

Loving our mier, a for them, and”. 
doing them good. 

Sept. 3 1682, my neighbouring n . * 
miniſtry, Mr. Thom/on of Roydon, after having 
. on the Lord's Day, was furpriſed by 

an apoplexy, and died in a ſnort time. Lord who 
am I, that I ſhould yet ſurvive amidſt the fune- 
rals of them who were younger, ſtronger, better, 
and more uſeful than myſelf? O let me double 
my dili in werking out my own, and 
helping forward the ſalvation of others, while 
che day of patience laſts, for thou, Lord, comeſt | 

in an hour of which we are not aware / 

New- year's day 1684, I was up ſoon # 
four o'Clock, deſit ing earneſtly to begin the year 
with God, to renew my covenant with him, and 
3 myſelf in an holy vigilancy and cir- 
cum! walking with and before the Lord the 
day following 1 the year following. The Lord 
Keep it in the purpoſe of my heart for ever to 
continve faithful to him! 

July 25, 1686, being my birth-day, I engaged : 
mylelt to devote my firſt waking-time to God, 


and my dreſſing time to fruitful meditation orb 
the 


\ 


Ame in pain, ſome in priſon, and ſome in hell. 
About Midſummer 1687. I received a an 
from Ipſwich on behalf of the French Proteſtant 


> merey of» nights n reſt, fome ſpending wer a 


Miniſters, and communicated the matter to ſeve- 


ral, whoſe hearts the Lord fo graciouſly moved, 
chat I collected for them above an hundred 


me an heart to compaſſionate and help them, A 
By Mr. Burkitt's book of accounts it a 
at large that this his labour of love for the poot 
Freneb Exiles continued ſix years ſucceſſively, 
namely, 1687, 88, 89, 90, 91 92. In which 
time, though he lived but in a country village, 


Pounds. The Lord make me thankful, 1 — 7 


he ſo exerted himſelf far and near in this matter, 


as, by the merciful hand of God with him, as 
bimſelf expreſſes it, to collect from private hands 
no leſs than two hundred fixteen pounds ſeven- | 
teen ſhillings. | 
Remarkable alſo were his care, pains, and pru- 
dent conduct in the diſtribution of this charity, 
for as he gave ſome part of it in ſpecie, as neces- 
ſity required, fo that he might lay out the reſt in 
the moſt frugal manner for the furniſhing them 
with clothes and proviſions, he rode about the 
country to the cheapeſt markets, tho he ſome- 


times went a journey of near twenty miles for 


the purpoſe. It may not be improper to add the 
cloſe which he himſelf ſets at che e of his 
een, 5 

N = 1 


K 3: * 5 
TY my 8, ſays be. in journe F 
place to place, and all my labo 


eſt honour of my life that God made me ſuch an 


inſtrument for the relief of his perſecuted mem- 


bers. 79 God only be glory given by ee bis 


Des. 1692. Uf 
of Dedbam I 
the follow1 
name ly to: pour out my ſoul to God every day 
in prayer for them, to preach conſtantly thrice in 
[the week, to adminiſter, the Lord's ſupper. once. 


in two months; to catechize the youth at church, 


and others at my houſe, and to go from houſe to 


£ 5 through the town, warning and direct ing.“ 


Upon a New. years day. © Relying on God's 
_ arhcious: aſſiſtance: I reſolved to go through the 


work of the year chearfully, humbly begging — 
God to raiſe me above all difficulties, to fortify 


me againſt all difcouragements, and to give me 
* to walk diſcreetly before my obſervers. 
Meditating upon the ſtate and condition of the 


town: under the viſitation of the ſmall- pox, I 
: earneſtly deſired of the Lord to direct me to 
ſuitabie ſubjects, while under that diſpenſation; 
and accordingly: I preached upon theſe texts at 
the lecture, 2 Ivi- 3. At what time I am afraid, 
| Taoill truſt in tbee. Amos iii. 6 Shall a trumpet he 


blown in the city, and tbe people not be afraid? 
the 


: —_— vi. 9. * ye the rod. Exod, xv. 26. Tan 


rand pains ow. | 
count as nothing, but look upon it as, the great- 


= 
ſervants, William:Burkitt, -: {+ 8 ts | 


tved, : by divine —— upon : 
courſe Sorkka benefit of my people, 
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I began to catechiſe at hurl; he ell por | 
preventing my my doing it ſooner. I preached upon 

5 Den. xvili. 19. 65 ae will command bis children | 
19 ond, his houſhold after bin. Whence I preſt tte 

: eral duty of family-governors, and afterwards Ss 
tze particular duties of reading the Scriptutes, 
and family prayer, concluding from John #iij. 1 

30 a? ye know theſe things, happy are ve if ye do them. 
Jan. 1. 1695. Lrele early this morning and re- 
flected with joy and ſorrow on the year paſt; with 
ſorrow” for my miſcarriages, with joy for the 

neſs I have received from God, and ſome 
ſervice done im | 
_ XChriftmas,'1696, blight erite' time ried . 
through the ſeverity of the weather, and want of | 
work by reaſon of the great | ſcarcity. of money, 
Texhòrted my people to turn the feaſt ing of the 
rich into feeding the poor; affuring them, that leſs 
at the table, and mote at the door, would be 
beiter accepted; and accordingly feaſting was 
Es  vaiverſally laid 11 55 We the poor plenrifully” 
+ relieved; | | 
Mm * Arqhiotimel wer ei a very unjuſt and unex- 
ed accuſation from — — whom Thad faith- 

Fly ſerved; and ſought to oblige. The conſci: 
ouſneſs of my own innocence ſupported me, and 
Thope God will do me good by all. Some per- 
ans had never had a particular ſhare! in my 


25 


. r but for the injuries they have done me. 
be: H7; 43 | 3 | God 
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un v. 14 . thiu' art e 


| "4 is : 
God honoured, me ſometimes in fuffecingihis: 8 
own enemies to declare themſelves. mine. 3 bows. 
- ever, he often convinced, and always reſtrained 
them that thy could not conſiderably. hurt me. 
Blefled be my Defence and, the. God. of my 
mercy! - © | 
The following are 4s holy 3 ada 1 
with all who call themſelves chriſtians, and eſpe - 
cially chriſtian miniſters would pe; , 
on. 
N reſolve, ſays he, that ſecret prayer by. my- 
| ſelf alone ſhall be performed every morning, be- 
fore any other work be undertaken, and that fa- 
mily prayer ſhall be performed conſtantly and 
ſeaſonably at moſt convenient times. 3 
1 reſolve to ſpeak evil of no man: bot ik any | 
be. angry and inſolent, to ane them with meek- 
neſs and gentleneſs, 
' * IrefolveifI go into company, net to ſpeak 
much, and to ——.— to divert vain 4 | 
to a ſavoury ſubject. 
L reſolve to be 3 according 0 my 
ability, and to watch for opportunities to do 
I refolve to be cautious of promiſing, and 
when I: have Fromiſed ro keep ſtrictly to wy 
word. 5 
1 67 to have innocent mirch mixed with; 
diſcourſe at my table. 
I. reſolve to fpead. ſome time every day i in the 
week in fruitful, meditations wikis: in my 


Waden r 
: [The 


— 


2 1 | 

Th 4objeBts | * were the} Jojs of Hes 
ven, the laſt judgment, death, the torments of . 
hell, the various mercies of God, and the paſſion | 

of our Lord.] 

e AI refolve every day to entertain humble a 

15 thoughts of myſelf. 

I reſolve to put a charitable conftruRtion upon 


5 the actions of others 


I refolve to call myſelf to an account every 
; night how I have ſpent the day.” _ 
Mr. Burkitt preached much, ſpared not him- 
ſelf at home, or abroad, and delighted in his mas- 
ter's work. In his preaching he was clear and 
oy to be underſtood, calculating his diſcourſes 
ofit his hearers, and render them ſerious and 
y. Befides his heavenly matter, and acceptable 
wes, there was ſomething of a charm in his 


voice; and it pleaſed God to crown his public _ 


labours with great ſucceſs upon many ofhis hearers : 
He wanted not ſeals of his divine miffion. 


He uſed the allowed liberty of prayer in os: 


dyn words, and herein had divine matter, and 
ſolemn moving expreſſions, aſſiſting the affect ions 
of ſuch who joined in prayer with him. 

He adminiſtered the Lord's ſupper with much 
g and, his ſermon and prayer before it 
were adapted to inſpire ep devotion i in the com- 
municants. | 

He found timeto viſit the ſick, and others and 
in their houſes to inſtruct, e exhort, and 


comfort them, as their caſes required. © .--- 
Bz — 
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tion. 


EW 
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In his viſits to the poor, he not 1 miniſtered 
'Þ their ſouls, but inquired into their bodily wan 22 
and procured for them the ſupplies they 5955 
A mong his intimate acquaintance. he was chear- 
ful, but yet always inclined. to quit the innocent 
pleafantry, and turn the diſcourſe i into a ſerious 9 
channel. 2 135 
In his common RE he „ "eg 
ſelſ with ſobriety, juſtice, humility, and affability 
No ſpots were to be found in his feaſts, no un- 
worthy behaviour ſtained his holy character. 


Where. ever he appeared there appeared the uw , 


Nain and miniſter. _ 

Some treated him uokindly, but he. 1 
| ſpeaking either bitterly or contemptibly of his 
enemies; and if they needed his ſervice he was 
ready to afford them 1 it, Peaping coals of fire upon 


5 their heads, 


Knowing the miſchiefs of animoſities, he uſed 2; 


his perſuaſions, his intereſt, and his friends to re- 


duce his jarring neighbours, to peace, and left 
nothing in his er undone to effect a reconcilia- | 


In referenceto) young perſons, beũdes his 3 
catechiſing of them which he conducted in a very 
agreeable. manner, he was very frequent, ſolemn 


and importupate in his 5 to God for them. 


They were much upon his thoughts, and his de- 


fire for them was that they might remember their 


Creator in the days of their youth. 
"ann family. religion was ſuch as became the 
goſpel. 


F 
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7. goſpel His houſe was an Bone 6G memübg EP I 
_ evening prayers, and the reading ofthe ſcriptures 


was daily obſexved in it, beſides family-prayer 
twice in the day he prayed with the moſt i intimate 
companions of his cares, joys, and ſorrows. 
_ He was a ſtrict obſerver of the Lords day, 


and did not think the duties of the day were over 


when the public worſhip of God was at an end 
but he ſpent the evening with his family in hear- 
ing them read the ſcriptures, in examining them 
concerning the ſermons they had heard, in cate- 


chiſing them, in praiſing God, and in praying 
with them and for them.' + 


He was a great redeemer of time. Variety of 


1 and improvement were his chief diverſions 
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He was a man more than ordinarily mortified ts 


the pleaſures and vanities of the world. | 
Upon the Lord's day, October 17. 17035 While 
he was attending in the congregation, another 


officiating he was ſtruck with that ſickneſs which 


put an end to his days. His diſorder was ſuch as 


made him leave his beloved place the houſe of _ 
ance 


God and it proved the laſt time of his appear 
there. Upon returning to his houſe his diſtemper 
increaſed but with intermifions, allowing ſome 
2 moments for thinking and ſpeaking. 


In the ſhort time of his illneſs, and in the vier 
of approaching death, he very ſeriouſly entertained 


his friends who came to vilit him, 1 e 5 


much himſelf with great ardor. 
8 the midſt of his bodily affliction, devout 


aſpirations. - 


7 


_ -- beloved Dalbam, and in the near app 


4 


he remembered "his 
roach of 
death ſigned a letter to hs dioceſan, recommending 
m ſucceſſor to him, hom he hoped would be 
faithful and diligent in the ſpiritual care of the, 
Hock he was now leaving. 
In his fiekneſs God made his face to Wise upsa 
him: che Spirit of God witneſſed with his ſpirit 
his and he went with a full fail to heaven 


i OP eons) 
| dipirations, acid bledſed hopes 


as one of his much-valued friends, a witneſs of it, 


: d it, to whom ſpeaking of the high plea- 
ſues of the Lord $ ſupper, in which they had often 
joined, and calling the wine in the facrament the 
wine of che kingdom, he broke forth into theſe 
words, But what will it be to drink the wine 
of the kingdom in the kiigdom ?” Taking ſolemn 
leave of a friend a day or two before his death, he 
faid, ** 1 fhall leave you, but may the preſence of 
Father, Son and Holy Ghoft be with you; 
may th e preſence of the whole Trinity bewith 
you! I hope to ſee you again with joy at the 
reſurrection of the juſt.” And he added, What 
you have ſeen in me chat is good and imitable, 


follow it, but what you have obſerved is not ſo, 


Si. your afiection and love to me ſway you to 
Mit. 
Thus lived and died this holy's man. God bleſſed 
An of Dedbam with Mr. Burkitt's miniſtry 
and labours eleven years and an half, and removed 
him when he was not far gone in his declining 
age, when the — of both body and mind 

| Were. 


were yet in their | vigour. His ſtrength; was ſack. - 


| Ind he conducted - himſelf with ſo much rempe» 


rance and moderation in every. thing: but in his 


Work (there indeed be excceded) that it might 


have been hoped that he had been built for fours: 
» ſcore, but God took him away: wien he was. bur 
_ Juſt turned of fiſty-three. A ſeven: days oonſcb 
_  witha very malignant fever put an end to-his lifes: 
Lords day, when he-was in the. ſervice of God 
at church, and he; went to keep his everlaſling 
ſabbathon the Lords day after about eleven ocloes 
While his works follow hin. 
He was a very induſtrious peace maker 


among his 


neighbours and acquaintance, ſparing neither his 


differences a- 


Pioains nor purſe: for the reconciling 


mong contending perſons. He was always very _ 


teady and forward to promote pious and charitable 
deſigns, reſpecting both the bodies and ſouls of 
others. Many things of this nature might be ſaid; 
but a few ſhall be related to juſtify this part of his 
- He preached ſome time tothe people of a cdun- 
try village at a conſiderable diſtance from his own 
charge, who for a long ſeaſon had been feldom 
provided with ſermons, and, by his endeavours 


and aſſiſtance from others obtained by his intereſt, 
that village has had a ſettled miniſter for ſome years. 
Buy his great care, pains, and charges he procured _ 

a pious miniſter to go and ſettle in Carolina — 


And 
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